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THE GREAT COMMISSION  by Bill Hekman 
Prior to returning to heaven the  Lord Jesus Christ gave to the Great Commission to His disciples. The Great Commission is world wide program of sharing the Good News of Forgiveness and Salvation with all men and women, boys and girls in every nation and to all peoples.

The Great Commission is based on the following verses:

Matthew 28:19-20        
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

Mark 16:15      
He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 

Luke 24:46-48       
He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,  and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.” 

John 20:21     
 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."

Acts 1:8     
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

1. The First Part of the Great Commission 
“Go into all the world and make disciples of all nations”
Why did God say, “Go”?   
It is a fact that seldom people come to us and ask to hear the Gospel. In my 44 years of Gospel ministry only 2 people have come to me. One was Andy Yusuf, the General Secretary of the Islam Youth Movement and the other a Nepali Chief of Security of a factory in Calcutta, India. Both became believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

All the others I had to find …in homes, in factories, in schools, in restaurants, in auditoriums, in buses, in trains, in airplanes, in villages and in the cities. We must go everywhere.                 

We need to concentrate and focus-in on unreached areas. 
Why? The answer is in 
II Peter 3:9    
“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
We must have a plan to go – as a church, as a school 

                                                 as families, and as individuals

What is your plan?  Do you have a plan?
2.   The Second part of the Great Commission 
What do we tell people initially when we go (Acts 8:4)

    Only the pure positive Gospel  (1 Corinthians 15:1-5)

                       Jesus died on the cross for our sins – The Crucifixion

                       Jesus rose from the dead  - The Resurrection
                NO MORE AND NO LESS!   
 Never be negative   
 Never be critical      
 Only win people to Jesus    
3.    The Third Part of the Great Commission 
“Teach them to observe all that I have commanded you”
Invite new believers to church  
Introduce new believers to the pastors and elders for follow-up

New believers need to attend church faithfully 

        For Baptism  
        To begin a life-long study of God’s Word  
        For worship and fellowship  
        Developing gifts of the Holy Spirit  
        For ministering to one another  
        To share the Gospel with the world  
   NOT SOME GO, SOME PRAY AND SOME GIVE.

BUT ALL GO, ALL PRAY AND ALL GIVE

GO WITH POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

PRAY IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

GIVE AS LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
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